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Constitution Coinmittee.-A further letter was read from the
General Secretary containing a " Report of the Constitution
Committee." The several clauses were discussed by the mem-
bers present, the clause relating to " expulsion of members"
being approved of; all the other clauses were negatived.

Obstetric Bills.-A copy of the " Draft Obstetric Nurses
Bill" together with memorandum by British Medical Asso-
ciation of regulations proposed for adoption by the Obstetric
Nurses Boards, was presented. After discussion, it was
resolved:
That this Branch expresses its general approval of the Bill of the Par-

liamentary Bills Committee, and its grave opposition to Mr. J. B. Balfour's
Bill presented to Parliament.
President's Address.-At this stage of the proceedings the

PRESIDENT delivered his introductory address, taking for his
eubject the Sanitary Administration of the Town of Luton
Past and Present, classifying the subject under different
heads, and entering into much detail.
Paper.-Mr. H. STANSFIELD COLLIER, St. Mary's Hospital,

read a paper entitled Remarks upon Some Cases of Peritoneal
Adhesions.

Votes of Thanks.-Cordial votes of thanks were passed to
the retiring President for his services during the past year;
to the President for his excellent address and for his kind
hospitality; to the Borough Engineer, and to the reader of
the paper.

YORKSHIRE BRkNCH.
1THE annual meeting of this Branch was held at Halifax on
June 8th.

Election of Osficers.-Dr. Dolan (Halifax) was elected Presi-
dent an4 Dr. Kilner-Olarke (Eludderafield) Vice-President
for the ensuing year. The Council and Secretary were re-
elected. Mr. Jessop, Dr. Dolan, and Dr. Dyson were re-elected
representatives of the Branch on the Council, and Dr. Dolan
and Dr. Cameron on the Parliamentary Bills Committee,

President's Address.-The PRESIDENT gave an interesting
address on " Some of our Old Masters " (see p. i6i i).
Communications.-Dr. MAJOR read notes on a case of Con-

tinuous Involuntary Movement of the Auricles and Scalp.-
Dr. ALEXANDER: An Unusual Case of Distended Gall Bladder
from Inspissated Bile.-Dr. TREVELYAN: A demonbtration of
a simple method (Toepfer's) of Quantitatively Estimating the
Various Acids in the Stomach Contents.-Dr. ARMSTRONG
(Buxton) and Mr. GREVILLE demonstrated an Electrothermic
Apparatus for the local application of heat to various regions
of the body.
Luncheon.-A large number of the members were most

hospitably entertained at luncheon by the President, Dr.
Dolan.

Visit to Royal Infirmary.-After the meeting, several mem-
bers visited the Royal Halifax Infirmary.
Dinner.-Eighteen members dined at the Old Cock Hotel.

HONG KONG AND CHINA BRA.NCH.
A MEETING of the Hong Kong and China Branch was held in
Hong Kong on April 29th, Surgeon-Colonel EVATT, M.D.,
P.M.O., Vice-President, in the chair.
New Members.-The following gentlemen, already members

of the Association, were elected members of the Branch:
H. H. Brown, M.B., Surgeon-Major A.M.S.; J. H. Pead,
M.B., Surgeon R.N.; M. J. Whitty, M.D., Surgeon-Captain
A.M.S.

Representatives of Branch at Annual Meeting.-The follow-
ing gentlemen were appointed representatives of this Branch
at the annual meeting of the Association in Edinburgh:-
James Cantlie, M.B., F.R.C.S.; William Hartigan, M.D.
Mr. Cantlie was again re-elected representative of the
Branch on the Council of the Association and on the Parlia-
mentary Bills Committee.

The late Mr. Ernest Hart.-It was resolved:
That the members of the Hong Kong and China Branch of the British

Medical Association desire to express their sense of the great loss sus-
-tained by the Association by the death of Mr. Ernest Hart, and beg to
tender their sincere sympathy to Mrs. Hart in her bereavement
Paper.-Surgeon-Colonel EVATT read a paper on The Organ-

isation of the British Medical Association.

CEYLON BRANCH.
A MEETING of this Branch was held at the Colonial Medical
Library, Colombo, on April 30th. Surgeon-Major ]?EBRY,
P.C.M.O., took the chair, and 13 members were present.
Justice Laurie was present as a visitor.
Branch Delegates to Annual Meetinq.-A letter from the

President of the parent body having been read, Sir William
R. Kynsey, C.M.G., and Dr. H. Marcus Fernando were unani-
mously elected delegates of the Branch to the forthcoming
meeting to be held at Edinburgh in July.
New Members.-Drs. G. de baram, L.R.C.P.and S.Edin., J.

S. (ioonesakera, L.C.M.C.Ceylon, and T. Morgan, L.C.M.C.
Ceylon, were elected members.
Communications.-An interesting paper was read by Dr. H.

G. THOMAS on Surgical Bacteriology and 4sepsis in Surgery.
He dwelt at length on the different bacteria and microbes
that were present and that attacked the human subject. He
laid special stress on the production of tetanus and abscesses,
and spoke of how best to combat these conditions. He
enumerated the more irmportant micro-organisms that were
to be met with in different surgical states, and finally he
advocated the importance of attending minutely to the idio-
syncrasy of the person to be operated on. The Hon. Dr. W.
G. ROCKWOOD and the CHAIRMAN took part in the discussion
which followed, Dr. Rockwood showing a case of Cancer that
had been operated on some years ago by him.-Owing to the
lateness of the hour the other papers had to be- postponed.-
Dr. J. ATTYGALLE demonstrated the Roentgen Rays.-Several
interesting Skiagraphs and Microscopic Specimens and
Clinical Cases were also shown.

Vote of Thank8.-The meeting terminated at about 10.30 P.m.
with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
PARIS.

The Prevention of Tuberculosis.-Microbes in the Chamber ot
Deputies.-Ambulance Stations in Paris.-The President and
the Hospitals.-Athletic Sports in French Schools.-The Army
Medical Service.

DR. GIBERT. of Havre, stated at a recent meeting of the Paris
Academy of Medicine that there are entire streets in that
town where there has not been fora considerable time a death
from phthisis. He believes that this immunity is owing to
the fact that the streets are exposed to the wind from the sea.
He urges the Academy to call upon all prefects to adopt the
measures which will ensure the disinfection of all dwellings
where phthisical patients have lived, whether in town or
country. M. Laveran urges that sanatoria for tuberculous
poor should be established. M. Collen complained of the
inadequate precautions used in the army to prevent tubercu-
losis. He insists that the floors should berenewed andrendered
impermeable; also that the barracks and military effects
should be periodically disinfected, that the infirmaries
should be isolated instead of being in the barracks. In a
word, all the measures which the health service has been
so long urging on the authorities should be adopted.
A distinguished scientist and fellow worker with Pasteur

a few days ago at a social gathering of Deputies and Ministers
caused some sensation by making the following statement:
" I have analysed the air in different localities-on the boule-
vards, hospitals, and theatres. I have counted the microbes
found in it and ascertained their comparative virulenc.
Among the analyses I made, the most dangerous air breathed
is that of the Chamber of Deputies."
The Paris Municipal Council has furnished the Public As-

sistance with means for organising in Paris permanent urban
ambulance stations. Any person who is ill as well as
victims to accidents can be attended to at these ambulance
stations. A few days ago one was opened at Coulaincourt, a
suburb of Paris. A ground floor is arranged to receive several
patients, all apparatus necessary for dressings, bandages, and
medicine were supplied. Four ambulance carriages are in
readiness to fetch and take back patients requiring medicAl
care.
The President of the Republic during his stay at S'.
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Etienne visitec'the different hospitals of the locality. Like.
wise the asylum for children, to whom he offered a country
excursion with luncheon. At the old unhealthy H6tel-Dieu
Hospital, which will soon be evacuated, the President dis-
tributed medals among the staff. The new hospital, which
will replace the H6tel-Dieu, is called the Bellevue. It is
admitted to be a model hospital, constructed in accordance
with the teachings of sanitary science. M. Felix Faure for-
mally opened the building before leaving St. Etienne, and
presented M. Lamargi6re, the architect, with the Legion
ol Honour.
The distinguished writer, Jules Lemaitre, at a recent

lecture on education given by him at the Sorbonne, deplored
the fact that according to the present educational system
observed in French lycges five minutes a day are all that is
left for athletic sports. The first meeting of the Commission
del'Education Physique was held at the Sorbonne a few days
ago, no less a person than M. GreLrd, Vice-Rector of the
University of Paris, was in the chair. M. Rabier, Director of
Primarylnstruction, in the name of the Minister of Instruc-
tion, praised the private initiative of the authors of this
movement, and acknowledged the necessity of physical
exercises. He assured the meeting that the University was
willing to co-operate. The first meeting of this commission
was devoted to the study.of how to make itself useful. The
following conclusions were adopted: The present commission
should be divided into two commissions, one to occupy
itself with methodical exercises-those that are now officially
taught, such as target practice, fencing, and gymnastics.
The second commission will devote its attention to school
games and all kinds of athletic sports. Both commissions
will pay attention to the encouragement of athletic sports,
to organise matches, and the" pedagogy of sports." All
educational establishments of whatever degree are to share
in the advantages of a physical education. Whether all this
machinery will result in stretching the five minutes for daily
sports referred to by M. J ules Lemaitre into one or two hours
time will show. It is possible that this movement will find
opponents in some of the professors of the lyc9e8 who
now complain that there is no work done when football
matches are coming on. The pupils are so absorbed and
excited by the coming event that work is out of the question.
'The best pupils turn their backs on Horace and Homer, and
the best mathematicians forsake their problems for the
fascinating game. The question of public health and medical
training involved in the practice of athletic sports will not
be, it is to be hoped, lost sight of by the Physical Education
Oommittee.
Considerable discontent has been expressed because the law

remodelling the measures concerning army surgeons passed on
May 5th, 1898, has not yet been carried into effect. When
the reasons for remodelling the law ofI882 were stated by the
War Minister in the name of the President of the Republic,
M. Billot affirmed that the law of March i6th, 1882, did not
provide a sufficient number of medical officers even for time
of peace, much less for the exigencies of mobilisation. This
affirmation resulted in the law being immediately voted.
since then no further step has been taken.

BERLIN.
Professor Koch on Tropical Disease8.-The German Red Cro88

tociety in the Greek War.-The llepreeeion of Tuberculosis.
THE announcement that Robert Koch would give an address
on his eighteen months' work in South and East Africa and
India, drew a crowded audience to the meeting of the German
,Colonial Society on the evening of June gth. Almost all the
notabilities of the medical world, many Government officials,
military men, etc., were present as guests, so that the
Assembly Room of the Kaiserhof was hardly large enough,
-and a tropical temperature reigned, which-though perhaps
in harmony with Koch's subject-could scarcely be called
agreeable. Tropical fever and black-water fever were the
,topics most exhaustively treated in the address. Hitherto
the opinion prevailed that tropical malaria was not marked
by the period?city characteristic of ordinary malaria and that
its fever curve was entirely devoid of regularity. Koch, per-
suaded that the constantly repeated doses of quinine given
an tropical fever prevented the development of a charactei

istic curve (such as the tertian ague curve, for instance), dis-
contirued quinine for a time, and obtained a regular periodic
curve. The periodic course of the fever runs parallel with the
developmentof the plasmodia in theredbloodcorpuscles, which
are similar to, but not identical witb, the plasmodia of ordinary
malaria. Having, by microscopic observation, determined
the most suitable phase in the fever's course, Koch then, and
then only, gaveI g. of quinine, and succeeded in arresting
the development of the parasites. Koch is strongly opposed
to the prevalent method of continuous quinine-dosing; in
fact hethinks that very probably the most serious form of
tropical fever-the "black-water fever" (a disease in which,
through the disintegration of the red blood corpuscles, their
colouring matter passes into the kidneys, giVing to the urine
a dark-brown colour) may be caused by the deleterious effect
of large and long-continued doses of quinine. That the infec-
tion of tropical malaria Is carried by mosquitos Koch thinks
very likely, though not as yet conclusively proved. But it is
a fact that a small island in the German-African territory,
where there are no mosquitos,. is free from malaria. Mosquito
nets and single doses of quinine given at a certain period
exactly determined by microscopic examination of the blood
Koch thinks the rational method of combating tropical fever.
He believes in immunity to malaria. Many of the aboriginal
races are practically immune by nature, and persons who
have had malaria without taking quinine show a tendency to
gradual slow recovery, which is often combined with immun-
ity. The discovery of a method for the production of arti-
ficial immunity cannot, Koch thinks, be considered as be-
yond the range of possibility. In conclusion, he strongly
advised the appointment of doctors, well schooled in micro-
scopic work, and acquainted with malaria, to carry out an
exactly-planned treatment by quinine in German Africa.
The Crown Princess of Greece, who has been staying in

Berlin on a visit to her brother the German Emperor, gave an
audience to the Committee of the German Red Cross Society,
in order to express her thanks for the efficient aid rendered
by the Society during the late war.
A permanent committee for combating tuberculosis is

hoped for as an outcome of this year's Congress of Naturalists
and Medical Men. The preparatory work has been going on
since last year's meeting under the direction of Professor
Hueppe in Prague, and it has been resolved that all the chief
methods of tuberculosis treatment are to be represented in
the committee.

HONG KONG.
The Plague Epidemic.

THE epidemic of plague has during the past few weeks
attained somewhat serious proportions, the daily average of
cases reported being now between 20 and 30, and on May 5th
the number of cases in twenty-four hours reached a total of
39 with 24 deaths. The total number of cases since the year
began has been 792, of which 686 have been fatal. The weekly
statistics during April were as follows:

Week ended- Cases. Deaths.
April 2nd ... ... ... 45 ... 40

9 gth.6 ...... 87
it i6th . . .97 ...... 92
it 23rd ... -227 ...... 0O9
,, 3oth . 9 ...... 112

A larger proportion of Europeans than in previous years is
being attacked, and during the past week the fatal cases have
included two members of the nursing staff at the Government
Civil Hospital, Miss Higgin (Sister Frances) and Miss Ireland
(Sister Gertrude). Among the fatal Chinese cases has been
Dr. U. J. Kai, the resident house-surgeon in the Alice
Memorial Hospital, a young man of much promise profession-
ally, and one of the most enlightened of his race. He was
educated in the Hong Kong College of Medicine for Chinese
and in the Government Civil Hospital, where he for several
years acted as an assistant dispenser, and he is deeply
regretted by a large circle of friends. Energetic measures to
cope with the epidemic are being adopted by the Govern-
ment; search parties and house-to-house cleaning parties,
under the supervision of soldier volunteers, being at work all
over the city. A large hospital for the treatment by native
Chinese methods of plague patients has been opened on
the seashore to the west of tle cty by the directors of the
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Tang Wa Hospital, under the supervision and control of Dr.
J. C. Thomson, Government Inspecting Medical Officer of the
Tung Wa Native Hospital. This has been sanctioned by the
Government in order to induce the Chinese to declare all
cases of plague early, instead of concealing them as has
hitherto been the case.

MANCHESTER.
&wage Appeal Withdrawn.-Owvens College Hospital E8tate:

Enlarged Powers.-Lady Demonstrator ofAnatomy.
THE Rivers Committee of the Corporation have decided that
the appeal against the decision of the stipendiary magistrate
relative to the sewage effluent poured into the Ship Canal
shall be withdrawn. This will leave the Mersey and Irwell
Joint Committee a free hand to press for the enforcement of
penalties or otherwise as they see fit. The chairman of the
Joint Committee (Sir John T. Hibbert), at the recent meeting
between the Corporation representatives and the Joint Com-
mittee, said " that while they could not make any bargain,"
he at the same time expressed the hope that the Corporation
would have faith that they would be treated fairly and
honourably.
The Council of Owens College have obtained from the

Charity Commissioners a scheme giving the College enlarged
powers of dealing with the " Hospital Estate "-that is, an
estate of thirteen or more acres given by the legatees of Sir
Joseph Whitworth for hospital purposes. Broadly the scheme
is as follows: The Owens College, Manchester, as the trustees
of the Hospital Trust of the Owens College, Manchester, and
the endowments thereof, shall be authorised at any time,
and from time to time, to alienate by conveyance or long
lease, with or without valuable consideration, the whole or
any part or parts of the lands of the charity to any person or
persons, corporation or corporations, who may be willing and
able to undertake, establish, and maintain a hospital or
hospitals upon the same lands or part thereof ; subject always
to providing and securing to the Medical School of the Owens
College all requisite facilities for instruction; and also sub-
ject to safeguarding the provisions of the said indenture of
February 17th, I89., so far as they relate to the treatment
of the disease of cancer. No such alienation as aforesaid
shall be made without the sanction of the Charity Commis-
sioners, and subject to such conditions as the Commissioners
think proper, for providing that the land of the charity shall
remain subject to charitable trust and for protecting and
perpetuating the interests of the Owens College.
Miss Gertrude Halley, a granddaughter of the late Rev.

Dr. Halley, of Manchester, has been appointed one of the
Demonstrators in Anatomy in Melbourne University.

LIVERPOOL.
Changes in the Sta.ff of the Hospital for Women.-Appointment
ofa Medical Referee under the Workman's Compensation Act.-
Street Collection forHospital Saturday Fund.-N6wLaboratories.

Two vacancies have lately occurred on the assistant staff at
the Hospital for Women, owing to the resignation of Dr.
Smart, and the promotion of Dr. Gemmell to the senior
staff. The committee of the institution have decided to fill
only one of these vacancies, and to appoint a non-resident
stipendiary assistant.

he Secretary of State for the Home Department has
offered the appointment of medical referee under the Work-
man's Compensation Act, 1897, for the Liverpool County
Court Circuit to Mr. George G. Hamilton, F.R.C.S., one of
the assistant surgeons to the Royal Infirmary. It is
understood that Mr. Hamilton has accepted the appoint-
ment.
The annual street collection by ladies in aid of the Hos-

pital Saturday Fund was made on June ith in brilliant
weather. About 700 was collected, a substantial increase
on the collection of last year.
.The Thompson-Yates Laboratories of Physiology and Path-

ology, which have been erected and equipped by the Rev.
S. A. Thompson-Yates in the most adequate way for study
and research at a cost of over /25,000 will be formally opened
on October 8th by Lord Lister, l½esident of the Royal
Society.

CORRESPONDENCE,
FOREIGN PRACTITIONERS AND RECIPROCITY.

SIR,-I find in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June iith
a letter from Mr. Victor Horsley containing a false assertion
about me which I must ask leave to notice. Mr. Horsley
seems to aim at eclipsing the reputation of a writer of
memoirs of the early part of the century, one of whose books
gave occasion to the epigram-not, be it observed, epitaph-
which runs as follows:

Men, measures, seasons, scenes, and facts all,
Misquoting, misstating,
Misplacing, misdating,

Here lies Sir vathaniel Wraxall.
Mr. Horsley writes: " Mr. Carter admitted to the Council

that he was responsible for a statement on this subject in the
letter written by the Executive Committee of the General
Medical Council to the Privy Council." I reply that no part
of this assertion is true.
In the spring of I893 certain papers relating to the medical

practice of Englishmen in foreign countries were sent to the
General Medical Council by the Government; 'and, on May
23rd, I893, the Council referred these papers to the Executive
Committee. That Committee prepared a report on the whole
subject, afterwards known as the Report on Reciprocity of
Medical Practice in Foreign Countries, and this report con-
tained, among other matter, "a statement, prepared by
direction of the General Medical Council, showing the condi-
tions under which foreign medical practitioners are allowed
to practise medicine in England; for submission to foreign
Governments, with a view to induce them to reconsider the
regulations by which English qualified practitioners are, in a
great measure, excluded from practising medicine on the
Continent." An introductory memorandum mentions that
the " statement " thus referred to had been " submitted to
the Lord President of the Privy Council, by whom it was
approved, and who most courteously undertook to bring the
same before the notice of the different European Governments
through the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs." The
" statement" is in parallel columns, in English and French;
it covers little more than a page; and it is divided into five
clauses. Clause 2 states that " foreign practitioners can
practise medicine in Great Britain without restriction-but,
must not take or use any name or title Implying that they are
registered." Clause 4 points out that " practitioners, native
or foreign, who are not on the Register, cannot recover their
fees by legal process, nor give medical evidence in courts of
law, nor hold public medical offices."
On November 27th, I893, the Executive Committee resolved

to issue their report, as a separate document, among the
official publications of the Council; and on the following day
the report was laid before the Council itself, and was ordIered
to be entered on the Minutes. All this was in I893 ; and I
did not become a member of the Executive Committee until
I897. I had no share in the preparation of the report, I
never saw it until it was published, I had no responsibility
for it, and I never admitted any. Moreover, the "letter
written by the Executive Committee to the Privy Council"
seems to be a figment of Mr. Horsley's disordered imagina-
tion. There is nothing to show that any such letter was ever
written in relation to the subject. All we know is that the
" statement" in five clauses which formed part of the report
had been "submitted" to the Lord President and "approved"
by him.
On May 27th, 1897, a letter from Mr. Eyre, of Rome, on

the position of English practitioners In Italy, was read to the
General Medical Council; and a special Committee, consist-
ing of the late President, Sir Dyce Duckworth, Sir Richard
Thorne Thorne, and myself, was appointed to "frame and
forward to the Privy Council a representation calling atten-
tion to the subject of Mr. Eyre's letter." We did " frame and
forward " a representation accordingly ; and to parts of this,
with which the Executive Committee had nothing to do, Mr.
Horsley took exception. I spoke in the discussion which he
initiated, and "admitted," if it were an admission, that I
had prepared the original rough draft of our letter, which, of
course, underwent revision. It would have been superfluous
to "admit" and idle to deny that I shared with my col-
leagues our joint responsibility for the finished production.


